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SOS MOVEMENT IN INDIA

I am extremely happy that a translation in Marathi of the book
on DR. HERMANN GMEINER is being brought out by
Smt. Shobhana Ranade, President Balgram-SOS Children's
Villages Maharashtra. The book on Dr. HERMANN GMEINER was
written by Dr. Hansheinz Reinprecht, the First Secretary-General of
SOS Kinderdorf International who is a well-known writer and has
written a number of books on the life of SOS Founder, Dr.
HERMANN GMEINER, his work and the Children's Welfare
movement in Europe, with good insight and comparisons into
institutional life. The whole concept of SOS Children's Villages was
Dr. HERMANN GMEINER'S idea and was built on the foundation
of family as a model and with emphasis on the development of a
Child in Distress within a nurturing social, cultural and national
milieu.

Dr. HERMANN GMEINER had to face untold difficulties and
opposition before setting up the first SOS Children's Village in Imst
in Austria. Over the years it has become a movement all over the
world. Dr GMEINER is now legendary figure, the Father of the
SOS Movement.

| had the good fortune to meet Dr. GMEINER and his
delegation in the early sixties when he visited India at the invitation
of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, the first Prime Minister of India. It was
then that | visited the SOS Headquarters in Austria and stayed in
one of the Children's Villages. The experience was an enlightening
one and | visualised that this concept would come as a blessing for
thousands of abandoned and destitute children in India.

The year 1964 saw the birth of SOS Movement in india when
the first SOS Village was established in Greenfields (Faridabad -
Haryana). Today there are 27 SOS Children's Villages throughout
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the length and breadth of our country covering practically every
state in the country. There are 72 allied projects like SOS Youth
Villages, Balsadans, Balwadis, Schools, Vocational Training
Programmes, Mother and Child Health Centers. SOS Services and
programmes encompass the lives of over 10000 children. india
has the fargest SOS programmes for any single country in the
world.

Government of India in the Ministry of Social Welfare have
accented the SOS pattern of Child Care and have recommended it
in their Nationa! Plan of Action for, international Year of the Child -
1979 to Other Child Care Institutions in the country for adoption.

SOS Childrer's Villages have responded to many difficult
situations arising out of natural calamities and other tragedies over
the years. In Assam, work commenced in the aftermath of the
ethnic disturbances in 1983 and in response to the appeal of the
Government of India. The State today has & full fledged
programme with 3 SOS Children's Villages, 2 SOS Youth Villages
and an up-coming Community Development Programme. At
Bhopal,in the aftermath of the Gas Tragedy, a SOS Cr}ildren's
Village was opened which is now functioning. New dimensions a_re
being added with the construction of pre-school and community
facilities. From Punjab a number of children of families affected by
the disturbances in the state have been brought to the SOS
Children's Village in Delhi (Bawana). Plans are afoot to set up a
SOS Children's Village in Punjab and Punjab Government hav.e
responded favourably in this regard. The devastating earthquakg in
Utiar Kashi in October 1991 brought in its wake not only miseries
and destruction but also left behind many orphaned children. A few
of these children have been brought to Bhimtal (Utter Pradesh),
where facilities for 5 new Family Homes are being added in SOS
Children's Village.

The SOS Children's Villages Movement has today spread to

it v | omET

all parts of the world including China, Russia and Eastern Europe
and covers 5 continents. It is a model not only for the developing
world but also to Europe and North and South America.

The Balgram-SOS Children's Villages Movement formed. in
Maharashtra came up with the establishment of the first model
Children's Village at Pune in 1979. The 'Balsadans’ or single family
homes concept has spread to many parts of the state at taluka
level at places like Amravati, Lonavala, Dharni, Hadapsar, Panhala
and Saswad eic. and covers practically ali the districts. The efforts
of my colleague in this great task - pioneers like Shri. D. J. Jadhav,
Shri. Pratap Pawar and many other distinguished individuals who
played a founding role will always be cherished and remembered.
The movement has flowered in Maharashtra under the able
guidance of its President Smt. Shobhana Ranade.

This translation, done with great pains and care by Smt.
Shobhana Ranade will go a long way in helping grassroot workers
undrestand in depth the implications of the SOS work and act as a
guide for the Marathi speaking people. | would like to thank the
translator who is an active social worker, a great adiministrator,
President of the All India Women's Conference and Kasturba
Gandhi Trust Movement, President of Balgram - SOS Children's
Villages of Maharashtra, and is involved in many other tasks, for
the great effort.

J. N. KAUL

PRESIDENT
SOS CHILDREN'S VILLAGES OF INDIA
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In Gratiiude

I met Mr.Hansheinz Reinprecht, author of the HERMANN
GMEINER BOOK in August 1990 at Vienna, when he
presented a copy of this book to me. Though the book was
published in 1978, | had the opportunity to read it after 12
years, now and after going through it in a single long sitting, |
intensely felt that, | missed a good, great book for so long a
period.

This book is not only the life sketch of Dr. Hermann
Gmeiner, Father of the SOS Children's villages in the world, but
a vivid account of how the very concept of children's Village
was born in a small village in Austria, which followed a struggle,
internal and external, to surmount the difficulties after difficulties
which he faced with dauntless courage and unshakable con-
fidence and furthered the cause of homeless and parentless
orphan children. In the process of reporting on children's viliage
movement the author himself sacrificed his own career and
dedicated himself to this mission.

I was so much overwhelmed by the lively account of the
SCS Children's Village movement all over the world from its
inception that | must give expression to my thoughts and
feelings. | made up my mind to carry the contents of this
valuable book to my countrymen, particularly those from
Maharashtra, Transiation of this book in Marathi can take it to
the widely scattered population in maharashtra to interior
villages, to tribal areas, to mothers and children from number of
Balgrams in Maharashtra. This can spark off many more minds
and ultimately strengthen this movement. No sooner this idea
seized me than | took upon myself translatinon of this book in
Marathi and within a couple of months while | was still on tour of
the continent and the United States, | completed the transtation
of the entire book.

Author HANSHEINZ REINPRECHT readily and happily
gave his consent for publication of this book, in fact he was
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indeed the souice of my inspiration and but for him this book
might not have seen the light of the day.

When | returned to India in November 1990, the Board of
Trustees and the Board of Directors of Balgram Maharashtra,
enthusiastically upheld the idea of publishing this book in
Marathi. Mr. J. N. Kaul president, SOS Children's Villages of
India also favoured this idea and extended all cooperation and
financial assistance for its publication.

in India, the movement started in 1964. The former Prime
Minister late Smt. Indiraji Gandhi was the founder President
and Mr. J. N. Kaul present President has been associated with
it since beginning, There can be no better authority than Mr.
Kaul to write on the History and development of SOS Children's
Villages movement in India. An article on this topic written by
Mr. Kaul is therefore included in this book, Similarly in
Maharashtra it was Mr. D. J. alias Babasaheb Jadhav former

Director of Social Welfare Maharashtra and nurtured Balgram -

Movement in Maharashtra during last 15 years. He is a moving
spirit and a personal witness to all events - great and small
from the time Balgram Maharashtra was registered and the first
stone of Yerwada Balgram was laid and therefore | felt that
inclusion of his article in this book will fulfill the purpose of this
book. His article gives a lively account of the past present and
future of this movement in Maharashtra.

| am presenting this book to Shri. D. J. Jadhav who
dedicated his whole life after retirement to the Children's cause,
and who is instrumental in creation of opportunities of a bright
future for thousands of orphan, homeless children all over
Maharashtra. | shall ever remain in gratitude to MR. HANSHEINZ
REINPRECHT, who inspired me for this contribution of mine,
which 1 hope will further the cause of children in this part of the
world.

SHOBHANA RANADE
President, SOS Children's Village
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